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where the wisest man may have need of advice and assist-
ance ; and some have censured him, upon that account, as if
he were jealous of power: but he hath been heard to answer,
" That he seldom did otherwise, without cause to repent"

However, so undistinguished a caution cannot, in my
opinion, be justified, by which the owner loseth many ad-
vantages, and whereof all men, who deserved to be confided
in, may with some reason complain. His love of procras-
tination (wherein doubtless nature hath her share) may
probably be increased by the same means; but this is an
imputation laid upon many other great ministers, who, like
men under too heavy a load, let fall that which is of the
least consequence, and go back to fetch it when their
shoulders are free; for time is often gained, as well as lost,
by delay, which at worst is a fault on the securer side.1
Neither probably is this minister answerable for half the

1 Unfortunately, procrastination too often ended for Harley in very
unpleasant results, and it is not too much to say, this failing was the in-
direct cause of his downfall. Swift's character of Oxford, as given m
this "History," should be compared with that given of him in "An
Enquiry into the Behaviour of the Queen's Last Ministry" (vol. v.,
pp. 431-434, of present edition). Dr. William King, to whom Swift had
written in 1736, for certain dates and official extiacts to be included m
this " History," wrote to Swift (December yth, 1736), referiing to this
very matter of Oxford's character. As the letter applies to some other
portions of this " History.," it will be better if it be given here:

" London, December 7th, 1736.
"SIR,

*' I arrived here yesterday [King had been on a visit to Paris],
and I am now ready to obey your commands. I hope you are come to
a positive resolution concerning the History. You need not hesitate
about the dates, or the references which are to be made to any public
papers ; for I can supply them without the least trouble. As well as I
remember, there is but one of those public pieces which you deter-
mined should be inserted at length; I mean Sir Thomas Hanmer's
Representation ; this I have now by me. If you incline to publish the
two tracts as an Appendix to the History, you will be pleased to see
if the character given of the Earl of Oxford in the pamphlet of 1715
agrees with the character given of the same person in the History.
Perhaps on a review, you may think proper to leave one of them
quite out. You have (I think) barely mentioned the attempt of Guis-
card, and the quarrel between Rechteren and Mesnager. But as these
are facts which are probably now forgot or unknown, it would not be
amiss if they were related at large in the notes ; which may be done
from the Gazettes, or any other newspapers of those times," etc. See
Sir W. Scott's edit., vol. xix., pp. 20-21. [T. S.]